THE STAGE MANAGER’S
- NIGHTMARE

by Mark Leiren-Young

From a revie of comedy sketches entitled “Watchin.”

1:20
HOUSE MANAGER

Hello, I'm your front-of-house manager and I really must muo_omwm.n
to you for the delay this evening. The show will be beginning
shortly .,. While we’re waiting T may as well tell you a little about
the work. As you probably know it’s about a king whose wife is
raped by two gentlemen—perhaps gentlemen isn’t the word I'm
looking for—who cut off both her hands and removed her tongue in
order that she will not be able to identify them. Eventually,

" however, the husband discovers the ruffians’ identity, bakes them

" into a pie and serves the boys to their parents. It’s a tragedy. A
Shakespearian tragedy. That means everybody dies. If it was a
comedy everybody would get married, excepi for the villain. It’s not
a very good play actually, but I’m sure you’ll enjoy it. After all, it is
Shakespeare ... And while we’re waiting I’ll introduce you to some
of the people involved in the show. Fred Jenkins, our lighting board
operator. Susan Wong, who does our sound. I'd like to introduce
you to the author, but he couldn’t be with us this evening. That was
a joke. You see, the author’s dead. Died hundreds of years ago.
That’s why everybody does his play—no royalties.

Available from Playwrights Union of Canada as a copyscript.
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LEARNING TO LIVE WITH
'PERSONAL GROWTH

- by Arthur Milner

&&wﬁ. relationship with his wife is going nowhere and his.
Job has become more boring and more difficult, but then he
makes two new friends who change his life forever.

125
JEFF .
Whatevér the problem was, I couldn’t talk to Marla about it. Marla
and I can talk. We have really good talks sometimes, we can talk for
hours about a movie we’ve seen, or people we know. But Marla
always wants to talk about our relationship, and I don’t mind, it’s
not that, it’s just—I don’t feel like there’s very much to say, Marla
thought that was a problem. I didn’t. I've talked to guys I know, and

. I’'ve asked women about it and it just seems to be one of those.

‘constants about couples. Women want to talk about their .
relationship, men don’t. Women think it’s a problem that men don’t
want to talk. Every night, I'm sure there’s a lot of guys out there

“saying, “T-think it’s alright. T don’t see any serious problem.” For

me; the problem was something different, it was bigger than that. I
remember hearing on the radio one time about a couple who were

~ celebrating their sixtieth wedding anniversary. I started to sweat. I

thought, Marla and I have been married for eight years. That leaves
fifty-two more years. Is Marla going to want to talk about our
relationship for another fifty-two years? I couldn’t very well say to
her, “I have this problem. I can’t imagine us living together for
another fifty-two years. Nothing personal.” But the thing was, it
wasn’t personal. It wasn’t Marla that depressed me. It was the
image that depressed me. I felt stuck. I could see myself in fifty-two
years, sitting in an Italian restaurant, spilling over the sides of the
chair, and Marla asking me, did I really love her, or 35 I'wasn’tas
nxn:na about _EH wﬁ:&i as [ used to be.

Available from Playwrights Union of Canada as a copyscript,

¥

-175-




RICK

Tt took me a while to figure out I was gay. I guess that sounds weird. I suppose it sounds even
weirder when 1 tell you I was already sleeping with guys and still hadn't figured it out. Well,
hell! You know, circle jerk with the guys when you're in your early teens and it just progresses
from there. When I was fifteen, during a circle jerk session, I ended up giving my best friend a
blow job. Ex-best friend after that... but it took til I was twenty before I was finally sure. And
no, I'm not slow or anything. It was just that at that age, I was so horny I was sleeping with
anything that moved. Guys, girls, whatever - I wasn't checking to see what gender they were.
Pulse? Breathing? Good enough, let's get naked! If I had paid attention, I guess I could have
figured it out much earlier. I was always different as a kid. See, I'm the youngest of four boys --
well actually two older brothers and a twin -- but my twin keeps reminding me that he was born
first so technically I'm the baby. Major macho Dad and brothers. I was the wimp. Artistic, non-
athletic -- I hated gym class. In games, when they picked sides, I was always picked last. Better
the guy with the wooden leg and one arm than wimpy Ricky. I guess that's why I work out 50
much now. When I win the Academy award, my speech will name ail the people that were mean
to me in school. But I digress.

Having a sex life when you live at home is tough. I lived at home until I was 22. I went to the
local university so I didn't get the freedom of dorm life and living in another city like my
brothers did. I didn't want my mother to think T was a slut. So when I stayed out all night, in the
morning when I got home, I told my mother that I had had too much to drink the night before
and was being responsible by staying over rather than driving home. I was gone a lot. I think for
years, my mother was thought that I had a major drinking problem.

I'm surprised my mother didn't clue in. My other gay friends tell me that they were sure their
mothers knew or suspected even before they were sure of it themselves. And it's not like I didn't
leave huge clues. When I was six I asked for "Hairstyle Barbie" for Christmas. I got it too.
Mom's surprisingly progressive sometimes. This wasn't one of those normal Barbies. I'm
talking - you know, do you remember the commercials? — that really big "lifesize" head that
came with a bunch of hair curlers set in its base, and she had her own brushes, combs and
bareties. And what was really cool was if you held down the button at the base of her skull and
yanked on her hair, her hair would "grow" and if you wound the knob in the back you could
make it short again. She also came with lipstick, rouge and other stuff -- I forget. Anyway, I just
loved my Barbie. I slept with it and dragged that thing everywhere. I'd put her in the back of my
wagon and off we'd go. I even took it with us on vacation that summer. Come to think of it. I
haven't bad a toy I loved that much since. I wonder if she's still in my mom's basement.

This could explain why I enjoy shopping with my female friends. I pick out outfits for them and
make them try them on in the dressing rooms. Just like dressing a Barbie doll. I guess it takes
me back to my childhood. Or maybe, I'm just weird.



From Lonely Planet by Steven Dietz
Carl

Well, things at the paper are crazy. Just crazy. No one understands, Jody. They
realiy don’t. There are all these so-called “reputable” journalists who walk around
bitching and moaning how hard it is to cover the news. How faxing it is to look around
and put into inverted pyramid form something that happened. I should be so hucky, Jody.
Do you think I can get away with just typing up stuff that happened? Please. When you
write for a tabloid, you have to creafe the news. And believe me, that is taxing,

Many’s the day I wished I could walk out my door, see a little fire across the
street, go to work and type it up: “A little fire happened yesterday across the street.”
How sweet, how simple. But that little fire is not a story at my paper unless an elderly
woman with a foreign accent was washing dishes, and she looks down at the white plate
she is scrubbing, and there, there on the white plate she is holding is the face of Jesus,
Jesus himself, all beatific and covered with suds — and the face of Jesus speaks to her.
The face of Jesus says: “Drop. The. Plate.” And the woman is frozen with fear. And
again, Jesus says: “Drop. The. Plate.” And the woman speaks. The woman says, “It’s
part of a set.” Jesus stands firm. “If you want to be with me in heaven, you will drop.
The. Plate.” The woman is shaking with fear. She tries to explain that it was a wedding
gift some forty years ago from an uncle who suffered from polio and died a pauper — but
Jesus doesn’t give an inch. It’s as though he’s gone back and read the Old Testament.
“I'll give you one more chance,” he says. “Then I’ll have the fire of hell consume your
soul.” The woman, tears streaming down her face, tries to quickly submerge him under
the soapy water — but the water is gone. The sink is gone. Only the plate, and the face,
remain. She stares at him, trembling. He says: “Well?” She has a realization. This is
not Jesus. This is not her Lord and Savior. This is an imposter. This is the spirit of
Satan entering the world through her dishware. She looks the plate squarely in the face
and says: “I renounce you.”

Within seconds, she’s toast. So is the building.

The firemen do not find the slightest trace of her. But there, in the midst of the
smoking rubble, the dinner plate shines white and pristine. And burned into it forever is
the image of the woman’s final, hideous expression. The last face she made before she
became a china pattern.

My paper can run a story like that.



LONE STAR by James MclLure

Roy loves to reminisce about his adolescent adventures as the
owner of the only 1959 pink Thunderbird convertible in

Maynard, Texas.

It is one A.M. on a summer mornihé behind Angel’s Bar. Roy
is telling his younger brother, Ray, about his first sexual
encounter in the back seat of his beloved car.

ROY: In the spring of nineteen hundred and sixty-one | took
Edith Ellen Hyde out in that car a mine. Took her parkin’ out
to Thompson’s road. That was the night | looked up her dress.
Up until then | had no idea what life was all about (pause) We
kissed and kissed till we got half way good at it. Then she
took off her shirt. {pause) That was the first nipple I'd had in
my mouth since Mom’s. But nipples are like bicycles: once
you learn you never forget how. Finally we got the windows
all steamed up, and | couldn’t wait. Got the car to smell like
the smell of a woman and | just had to see it. Edith Ellen
didn't want me to see it. Said it was bad enough me touchin’
it without wantin’ to look at it. She even tried to scare me.
Said it looked God awful. But she couldn’t talk me out of it.
| was a man with a mission. So | scooted over and scrunched
down under the steerin’ column like this and she lifted up her
skirt and | lit a match like that. And | looked at the damn
thing. {pause} And y’know, y'wonder what the first explorer
felt. The first explorer that climbed over that hill and saw--
stretched out before him, in all its God glory--the grand canyon.
Well that’s what | felt like when Edith Ellen Hyde lifted her skirt
and said, "here it is,” | looked, and it was AWE-INSPIRING. |
felt like Adam. | felt like the man who discovered the Grand

Canyon.

CM:ILONE.STAR
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